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This directory is designed to help you 

select accommodations and to enjoy to 
the fullest the scenic attractions along 

the Parkway. There is a numbered milepost 
each mile along the Parkway. You will note in 
this directory in bold type, the mileage which 
will correspond with the mileposts. We have 

also shown on the six detailed section maps, the 
approximate location of every tenth milepost.

 
The wondrous profusion of mountain flowers in 

spring and early summer, the high altitude coolness of the 
forest-clad mountains in summer, and the glorious 

coloring of these mountains in autumn 
provide an everchanging appeal. 

The Blue Ridge Parkway is open 365 days a year, weather 
permitting. Sometimes road repair is undertaken in the winter 

months  and  detours are posted.  The Parkway is not plowed or 
salted in the winter, so after snow or ice events, portions may be 

closed until the weather warms and makes the roadway safe 
for travel again.  So as not to be disappointed when planning a 

winter drive, call  the Blue Ridge Parkway’s 24-hour information 
line at 828 298-0398 for the latest road conditions.

The Blue Ridge Parkway is literally the “Backbone” of a great scenic 
mountain region embracing the Southern (and highest) portion of the 
Appalachian mountain range, an area of approximately 20,000 square 
miles. 

Opening up vast mountain areas for the benefit and enjoyment of 
all, the Parkway forms a broad avenue of approach, and at the same 
time a high balcony from which to view the natural wonders and 
cultural significance of this mountain region. 

This great 469-mile scenic Parkway follows closely the highest 
ridges between the Shenandoah and the Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park, attaining altitudes of more than 6,000 feet and averaging 
between 3,000 and 4,000 feet. It is designed especially for leisurely 
enjoyment of the scenic wonders along the way—a high road of 
adventure intended for leisure travel on the ride-awhile, stop-awhile 
basis. The numerous overlooks provide parking areas from which to 
enjoy some of America’s finest scenic views.

You may enter or leave the Parkway at any of the US or State 
highway intersections. These intersecting roads lead to scores of towns, 
mountain resorts, and scenic areas close to the Parkway on either side, 
where accommodations, meals and service stations are available.
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